The legal agreement
The legal agreement between IRARA and Lexden Restorations (LR) obliges:-

· IRARA to support LR's planning application for 6 houses on 40% of the Orchard in line with the agreed layout (see www.irara.org.uk/?p=261 for more details)

· LR to grant IRARA a 50 year lease, for a minimal rent, over the remaining 60% of the Orchard.  We will set up a charitable body to manage the Irvine Road Community Orchard and are likely to take on the lease about 6 months after approval of planning by the local authority, assuming that is what happens. 

· LR to offer IRARA a 999 year lease if we can raise £45k in the first five years.

The lease

The lease, which is identical whether it be for 50 or 999 years:-

· requires the Community Orchard to be managed in accordance with a Management Plan aimed at maintaining a traditional orchard, with widely spaced fruit trees, bounded by tall, wide hedgerows and with scattered non-fruit trees and patches of scrub. A initial Plan has been produced by Essex Wildlife Trust's consultancy services which we are happy with and which will be reviewed every 5 years.

· provides for managed access for the purpose of restoring and managing the Orchard and for open days and fruit-picking between the following times - 9-5 Mon-Fri; 10-4 Sat; 10-1 Sun. We can also choose to run 2 Sunday events from 10-4 and 2 evening events per year.

· gives an opportunity for local primary schools to use the Orchard on 6 days per year 

· requires us to take out public liability insurance 

· prohibits access to the Orchard from the end of people's gardens

Initial works
· During the course of the clearance of the trees and scrub to the development area, LR's contractors will fell the fruit trees and cut the logs to an agreed size and move the logs to the Orchard site to allow them to be used as wildlife refuges within the Orchard.

· During the construction period access for the Charity will need to be restricted to evenings and weekends. There will be certain times when the road is being constructed that access may not be possible. It has therefore been agreed that during the construction period access will be by arrangement, with us requesting permission to have access not less than 24 hours in advance.

· LR will install a three rail fence along the boundary between the Orchard and the new residential area with a five bar gate for access into the Orchard. The gate will be fitted with a combination lock.

· A new hedge will be planted behind the new fence  This hedge will be predominantly a Hawthorn Hedge (85%) with the remaining 15% made up of mixed species such as field maple, hazel, dog rose etc. 
